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AMP IT UP DAY! TEST ADMINISTRATION DIRECTIONS 

This document is a step-by-step guide for educators who will be 

administering the AMP It Up! Day practice test to students on January 

29, 2015. This may include teachers, paraprofessionals, aides, or other 

district employees.  
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AMP IT UP! DAY OVERVIEW 

 

On AMP It Up! Day, schools in Alaska will work together with the 

Achievement and Assessment Institute (AAI) to simulate computer-

based summative testing conditions for one day. The simulation will 

provide information on each building’s internet connectivity and the 

performance of AAI servers.  

Additionally, AMP It Up! Day will allow building personnel to practice summative testing procedures 

such as prepping devices, scheduling test sessions, printing tickets, troubleshooting problems, and 

getting support from the AAI Help Desk. The experience will help everyone prepare for the opening of 

the computer-based assessment window on March 30, 2015.  

The purpose of AMP It Up! Day is to evaluate the 

performance of the technology. Therefore, the following 

unique circumstances apply to AMP It Up! Day Tests: 

 Tests used on AMP It Up! Day include the same 

items as the technology practice tests currently 

available. These short tests include a high 

percentage of technology-enhanced items, which 

require more bandwidth. 

 Scores will not be reported back to students or 

teachers.  However, answer pages are provided to 

teachers to use with students. 

 To simulate maximum bandwidth use, text-to-

speech audio will be automatically enabled for all 

students on AMP It Up! Day only. (For the spring 

summative assessment, text-to-speech will be 

available only to students with a documented 

need who have the accommodation selected in 

their Personal Needs Profile).  

 Teachers and students are encouraged to talk 

about the test questions and to try out all the 

tools while taking the test.  

  

Alaska Measures of Progress, or 

AMP, is Alaska’s new custom 

assessment. It measures students’ 

mastery of the Alaska English 

Language Arts and Mathematics 

Standards adopted in 2012. The AMP 

assessment replaces the SBAs and 

will be administered for the first time 

this spring.  

The Achievement and Assessment 

Institute (AAI) based at the 

University of Kansas is the test 

developer for the AMP assessments. 

http://akassessments.org/ 

For more information on AMP, select 

the purple star on the Alaska 

Department of Education homepage.  

http://education.alaska.gov/ 

 

http://akassessments.org/
http://education.alaska.gov/
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AMP IT UP! DAY TEST SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Teachers, paraprofessionals, or other school staff may act as the test administrator/proctor for 

the AMP It Up! Day assessment. (For the summative AMP assessment the test 

administrator/proctor must be a trained district employee.) 

 Students should take the AMP It Up! Day tests on the same devices they use for instruction and 

that will be used for the summative AMP assessment. 

 Students should be encouraged to try out all the tools, including playing the audio for test items, 

in order to maximize bandwidth load. This requires students to have headphones or earbuds 

(students can bring their own). 

 The basic four-function calculator will be available on the AMP It Up! Day tests for grades 6-10. 

The TI 30XS scientific calculator will be available for grades 6-8 and the TI-84 graphing calculator 

will be available for grades 9-10. 

 This is not a secure assessment. EED encourages teachers to discuss the technology and the 

items with students as they take the AMP It Up! Day tests.  

 The directions on the AMP It Up! Day test, on the first page and for each item, are longer than 

they will be for the summative assessment. This is because the directions include information 

about the technology on this assessment. On the summative these directions will be accessed as 

needed by selecting the question mark icon.  

 

THE PNP, TESTLETS, & AMP IT UP DAY 

In an effort to test maximum bandwidth use, text-to-speech audio will be automatically enabled for all 

students on AMP It Up! Day. Just before AMP It Up! Day, AAI will save all PNP data and then temporarily 

change all PNPs to allow text-to-speech audio during the test. After AMP It Up! Day, AAI will return all 

PNPs to their existing settings.  

Districts should not make changes to any student’s PNP during the week of January 26-31, 2015. Any 

changes made to PNPs during this week will not be saved. Additionally, EED strongly recommends 

that teachers do not access the formative testlets during this week, as students’ PNP settings will not 

be personalized. 
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AMP IT UP! DAY – JANUARY 29 - RESPONSIBILITIES 

Person responsible Tasks Notes 

Building test coordinator  Provide the AMP It Up! Day 
Schedule 

 Ensure all test administrators 
have tickets for test sessions 

 Be available to assist with any 
issues. 

 

Building test coordinator 
and/or  
building technology coordinator 

 Prepare the computer testing 
room 

 Check that all monitors, mice, 
headphones, etc. are available 
and in working order 

 Set the volume on devices prior 
to launching the KITE test 
engine 

 Post AMP It Up! Day testing 
sign 

 Post local support contact 
information and AMP Help 
Desk information 

EED recommends all 
students use earbuds or 
headphones. If allowed 
locally, students may use 
their own. If headphones 
are not being used, the 
device volume should be set 
on mute prior to launching 
the KITE test engine. 

Test administrator  Follow instructions in the AMP 
It Up! Day Test Administration 
Directions (TAD).  

 Assist students with 
understanding how to use the 
tools and answer the 
technology-enhanced items.  

Teachers, paraprofessionals, 
or other school staff may act 
as the test 
administrator/proctor for 
the AMP It Up! Day 
Assessment. (For the 
summative AMP 
assessment, the test 
administrator/proctor must 
be a trained district 
employee.) 

Building test coordinator 
and/or  
building technology coordinator 

 Assist test administrators in 
solving any problems that 
occur. 

Follow district problem 
escalation procedures if 
issues occur while testing. 
When necessary, building 
and district test 
coordinators should contact 
the AMP Help Desk at 
amp_support@ku.edu or 
toll free 855.277.9752.  

It is important to report all problems encountered to the AMP Help Desk so that solutions can be 
found before the computer-based assessment window opens at the end of March. 
Possible issues include difficulty with logins, tests loading slowly or improperly, or disconnections 
from the AAI servers. AMP Technical Support will be able to determine whether the problem is 
related to AAI servers, local bandwidth, firewalls, or other sources.  

mailto:amp_support@ku.edu
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TEACHER CHECKLIST 

BEFORE AMP IT UP! DAY 

 Log in to the KITE test engine and take the Technology Practice Test for your grade level. 

 Talk with students about the AMP It Up! Day tests before January 29.  

 IMPORTANT: Show students the AMP Tutorials so that they understand how to use the AMP 

Universal Tools. The four AMP tutorials are available at 

(http://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/#c3gtabs-amp See #5)  

TEST ADMINISTRATOR CHECKLIST 

BEFORE AMP IT UP! DAY 

 Read through AMP It Up! Day Test Administration Directions prior to January 29. 

 Review the answers to the questions on the test(s) your students will be taking. 

 Ask your building test coordinator about procedures for reporting problems and getting help. 

 Check on the testing schedule for your group. 

 Ensure that you have tickets for all students in your group.  

o Optional: highlight the username and password on each ticket. This may be helpful for 

younger students who are unfamiliar with the process of logging in to a program.  

 Decide how you might interact with students while they participate in the AMP It Up! Day tests:  

o The test will not provide students with feedback on whether their answer is correct. 

How might you provide this feedback to students? 

o Will you allow students to help each other use technology and/or answer questions? 

ON AMP IT UP! DAY 

 Bring your tickets and this TAD to your test session. 

 Check that the testing room and devices (and all additional hardware like headphones and mice) 

are set up and in working order. 

 Bring scratch paper and pencils for students to use. 

 Set device volume PRIOR to opening the KITE Client. 

 Encourage students to use all available tools during testing. 

 Answer student questions and encourage students to help each other to learn the new test 

system. 

STUDENT CHECKLIST 

 Bring headphones/earbuds so I can listen to the computer voice on the AMP It Up! Day tests. 

 Watch the AMP Tool Tutorials so I know how the tools work. 

 Ask my teacher for help when I’m confused. 

 Remember this is a practice test and I’m helping my school get ready. 

 Try out all the tools! 

  

http://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/#c3gtabs-amp
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AMP IT UP! DAY TEST ADMINISTRATION DIRECTIONS 

Note: text in [brackets] is optional or applies to specific devices/circumstances.  

1. Post the AMP It Up! Day Testing poster on the door of the testing room. 

 

2. Have students take their seats at their computers [hand out devices]. 

 

3. SAY 

 

Check to be sure that students have successfully adjusted the volume. 

  

Today we are going to take a practice test that helps you and our school get ready for the new 

test at the end of the year. This test will not be scored and it doesn’t count for your grade. It is 

just for practice.  

[I need to tell you a lot of directions. Please keep your hands off your computer/tablet until I tell 

you it is okay to begin. Sometimes you may need to wait for everyone to finish a task. Please 

keep your hands off your computer until we are all ready.] 

The practice test you are going to take is for grades [3-5; 6-8; 9-10]. Some of the questions might 

be hard for you and some of them might be easy. Because this is a practice test I can help you 

figure out the answer [or you can ask your neighbor for help]. 

This special practice test has all the Universal Tools we talked about in the classroom. It also has 

a special tool that reads the questions and answer choices to you. I’d like you to listen to as many 

of the items as you can so we can see how well that tool works.  

First I will pass out your test ticket. Next we will all open the KITE Client and log in to the test. 

Then we will read the directions together before you begin testing.  

First, please make sure that your headphones [earbuds] are plugged into your [computer; tablet].  

Set the volume at a level that is comfortable to you. You will not be able to change the volume 

after you begin the test.  
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4. SAY 

 

 

Pass out the tickets. [note: you may want to highlight the username and password for students prior 

to the testing session.  

Ticket example: 

 

5. SAY 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Mac / PC 

 
 
 
 

 
iPad 

 
 
 
 
 

Chromebook 

Each of you will have one ticket. When I hand you your ticket, please find your username and 

your password. [Carefully circle your username and password]. 

Open the KITE Client on your [computer; tablet].  It looks like this [hold up picture of icon; see 

tools in back of TAD for full size images]. [Double click; Tap] on the icon to open it. 

The student’s full name. 

Usernames follow the pattern (first 4 letters of first name) 

(period) (first 4 letters of last name) and may contain a “#” 

at the end to ensure it is unique. For example, kari.quin# 

or eliz.davi. A student’s username remains the same while 

enrolled in an Alaska public school.  

Passwords are 4-letter familiar words and a 

number. Passwords remain the same for a 

school year. 
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6. SAY 

 

 

 

 

  

You will see a red and blue box that says KITE and “Welcome Back” at the top with a space 

to type your username and your password.   

Please type in your username. [This is not the same as your name. Your username is part of 

your last name and part of your first name; you might also have a number. Find the line on 

your ticket that says “username.”] 

Please type in your password. [Your password is a short word plus a number.] 

Do not use capital letters.  

After you enter your username and password select “sign in.” Then stop and wait for the 

class. 

Please raise your hand if you try and are having trouble. [Help your neighbor if they are 

having trouble. Please remember that helping means you tell them how to do something; 

do not do it for your neighbor. We want everyone to have a chance to practice.]  
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7. SAY 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: If a student selects the blue Practice First button they will see this screen. Tell the student to 

select the Take a Test button in the top left corner.  

 

 

After you select “sign in” you will see a screen that says “Welcome back” and your first name.  

Select the green “Take a Test” button. 
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8. SAY  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

After you select “Take a Test” you will see a screen that asks you to select a test to take. You 

may have 2 or more tests listed there.  

Select the green “Take a Test” button for the [math; ELA] KITE test.  
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9. SAY 

 

 

 

 

  

The first page you will see is the Practice Test Directions. Some of these directions are written 

for teachers. The important information you need to know is on the bottom half of the page. 

Scroll down until you see Test Overview. I’ll read these directions aloud to you.  

Scro
ll b

ar 
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Practice Test Directions, As Written on Screen 

First half of directions. DO NOT READ. 

 

Second half of directions. READ TO STUDENTS.  

 

  

 
English Language Arts  Practice Test Directions 
The following practice test demonstrates a sampling of questions that will appear on the 

annual Assessment and is NOT meant to illustrate the breadth, rigor, or complexity of 
content students will encounter on the operational test. 
The purpose of this practice test is to familiarize students with the test delivery system, 
called KITETM. This practice test will not be scored and no results will be given. The 
subject content on this practice test does not cover all the content that students will 
encounter on the summative assessment and should not be used to inform instruction. 
Further, the practice test includes instructions on answering specific types of technology-
enhanced questions. These instructions are embedded within the question; on the 
summative assessment, only the questions will appear. 

TEST OVERVIEW 
This test has questions in several formats. For example, you may be asked to move 
something on the screen or to choose a word or phrase from a sentence or paragraph. 
You may be asked to choose one or more answer choices from a list. You might have to 
scroll to see the rest of a passage, question, or answer choice. 
 
GENERAL DIRECTIONS 
To flag a question for review, select the flag icon next to the question. 
View another question by selecting Next or Back at the bottom of the screen or by 
selecting the specific question number at the top of the screen. You may review your 
answers or return to a previous question within the same part. 
The question status bar at the top of the screen shows unanswered questions in gray, 
questions you have already answered in green, and questions you have flagged for review 
in blue. 
If needed, use the tools on the left side of the screen to help answer questions. 
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10. SAY 

 

  

Select the green “Begin” button on the Directions Page.  

You will now see the first question on your screen.  

The Tool Bar is on the left side of your screen. The Navigation Bar is at the top of your 

screen. 

The directions at the top tell you how to answer the question. The question is below 

these directions.  

Remember: 

Try out all the tools that are in the tool bar on the left side of your screen. It is okay to 

click on it to see what it does.  

This test is just for practice. You can ask for help. 

The green triangle at the bottom of the screen is the “play” button for the recorded 

sound. Once you have your headphones on you can select that button to listen to the 

computer read the test question to you.  

When you answer a question the navigation bar at the top of your screen will turn the 

number of that question GREEN with a CHECK MARK. This means you selected an 

answer. It does NOT mean that you got it right. The test does not tell you if you 

answered a question right or wrong. I have the answers to the questions and can tell 

you if you answered it correctly. 

When you are have answered all the questions you will see the Review Screen. Raise 

your hand when you get there. It looks like this. [Hold up poster of review and end 

screen in teacher resources section.] 

Raise your hand if you have a question. [Ask your neighbor for help if you get stuck]. 

Have fun! 
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VISUALS OF AMP TOOLS AND SCREENS FOR TEACHER REFERENCE 

Test Screen:  The Item will be in the center of this screen.  

NOTE: for the AMP It Up Day! Test the technology directions are included above every item. For the 

Summative assessment in April the technology directions will be accessed by selecting the help icon. 
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Navigation Bar: This is at the top of the screen. A green box with a check indicates that the student has 

provided an answer. It does NOT indicate that the answer is correct. 

The blue box with a flag indicates that the student has flagged that item to return to it. If the student 

leaves the item flagged it will still be scored. 

 

 

 

 

Review Screen: Students will see this screen when they have answered all the questions and/or when 

they select the “review and end” button on the bottom right of any item.  
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Universal Tools: these tools are available to all students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pointer 

Highlighter 

Eraser (erases highlights) 

Striker (crosses out answer choices on 
multiple choice items) 

Search (search word or phrase in ELA reading 
passage) 

Tags (attach tags to words or phrases of the 
ELA reading passage) 

Note (write on a sticky note) 

Guide (highlight a line of text and move the 
line down as you read) 

Pointer 

Standard 4-function calculator, available for grades 6-10 

Highlighter 

Eraser (erases highlights) 

Note (write on a sticky note) 

ELA Tool Bar 

Math Tool Bar 

Tags 

TI-30XS Scientific Calculator Icon for grades 6-8 

TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculator Icon for grades 9-10 
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Calculators available for students, by grade level.. 

  

Grades 6-8 

Grades 9-10 
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Teacher Resources TOC 

1. Grade levels for each item on the practice tests 

2. Poster for Testing Room 

3. Review Screen Poster 

4. KITE Client Icon Posters 

5. Contact Information for AMP It Up Day Poster 

6. AMP Educator Resources 

7. Answers for the practice test items. 

a. Elementary  School (grades 3-5) 

b. Middle School (grades 6-8) 

c. High School (grades 9-10) 
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GRADE LEVEL / ITEM 

MATH 

Math Elementary School 

1. Grade 3 

2. Grade 3 

3. Grade 4 

4. Grade 3 

5. Grade 4 

6. Grade 4 

7. Grade 3 

8. Grade 4 

9. Grade 5 

10. Grade 3 

11. Grade 4 

12. Grade 3 

13. Grade 3 

14. Grade 3 

15. Grade 3 

16. Grade 4 

17. Grade 4 

18. Grade 4 

19. Grade 4 

 

Math Middle School 

1. Grade 6 

2. Grade 6 

3. Grade 6 

4. Grade 8 

5. Grade 6 

6. Grade 6 

7. Grade 6 

8. Grade 6 

9. Grade 6 

10. Grade 6 

11. Grade 6 

12. Grade 6 

13. Grade 6 

14. Grade 6 

15. Grade 6 

16. Grade 6 

17. Grade 6 

18. Grade 6 

19. Grade 6 

 

Math High School 

1. Grade 8 

2. Grade 8 

3. Grade 8 

4. Grade 6 

5. Grade 8 

6. Grade 9 

7. Grade 8 

8. Grade 8 

9. Grade 8 

10. Grade 8 

11. Grade 7 

12. Grade 8 

13. Grade 9 

14. Grade 9 

15. Grade 10 

16. Grade 9 

17. Grade 9 

18. Grade 9 

 

 

English language arts (ELA) 

ELA Elementary School 

1. Grade 3 

2. Grade 3 

3. Grade 3 

4. Grade 3 

5. Grade 3 

6. Grade 3 

7. Grade 3 

8. Grade 3 

9. Grade 3 

10. Grade 3 

11. Grade 3 

12. Grade 3 

 

ELA Middle School 

1. Grade 6  

2. Grade 6 

3. Grade 6 

4. Grade 6 

5. Grade 6 

6. Grade 6 

7. Grade 6 

8. Grade 6 

9. Grade 6 

10. Grade 6 

11. Grade 6 

12. Grade 6 

 

 

 

 

ELA High School 

1. Grade 9 

2. Grade 9 

3. Grade 9 

4. Grade 9 

5. Grade 9 

6. Grade 9 

7. Grade 9 

8. Grade 9 

9. Grade 9 

10. Grade 9 

11. Grade 9 

12. Grade 9 

13.  Grade 9 

14. Grade 9 

15. Grade 9 

16. Grade 9 

17. Grade 9 
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TEST ROOM POSTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMP It Up! Day 

testing happening  

in this room! 
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REVIEW SCREEN 
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MAC / PC KITE CLIENT 
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IPAD KITE CLIENT 
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CHROMEBOOKS KITE CLIENT 
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AMP IT UP! DAY HELP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMP Help Desk 

Toll free: 1-855-277-9752 

Amp_support@ku.edu 
 

My district’s contact info for 

getting help with AMP: 
Technology director:          

Building test coordinator:         

District test coordinator:         

Other:            

              

 

 

mailto:Amp_support@ku.edu


  Page 27 

AMP EDUCATOR RESOURCES 

Where to find more information on AMP: 

 

Purple Star on EED Homepage - http://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/#c3gtabs-amp 

Teacher resources, timelines, video tutorials, brochures, etc. 

 

 
 

AAI AMP Website - http://akassessments.org/ 

Manuals for Educator Portal, video tutorials, sign up to be involved, etc. 

 

 
 

http://education.alaska.gov/akassessments/#c3gtabs-amp
http://akassessments.org/
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ANSWER KEYS 

 

AMP It Up! Day 

Answer Keys 
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Elementary School 
English Language Arts 

1.

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 

 
7. 

 
8. D: Two-toed sloths and three-toed sloths are interesting animals. 
9. C: Their arms are much longer than their legs. 
10. A,E: the food they eat; how slow they move 
11. A: mix 
12. C : to help the reader find information about three-toed and two-toed sloths 
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Elementary School  
Math 

1. 

 
2.  

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 
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6. 

 
7. Here are three ways to shade ¾. 
 

 

 

   
8. 

 
9. 
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10. 

 
11. 

 
 
12. 

 
13. A, C, E: Rectangle; Square; Rhombus 
 
14. B: 4 + 4+ 4 + 4 + 4 
 
15. C: 20 ÷ 2 = 10 
 
16. B: 23 pieces 
 
17. B: 12 days 
 
18. B: 9 pencils 
 
19. C: 48 ounces 
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Middle School 
English Language Arts 

 
1.   

 
2.  

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 
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7. 

 
8.  C: Jane Addams helped the poor and women. 
 
9.  A: people who move 
 
10. C: It shows how Jane Addams helped individual people. 
 
11. C: “She was a vice president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association.” 
 
12. B, C: to help the reader relate to Addams; to connect the information to the reader’s life 
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Middle School 
Math 

 
1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 
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6. 

 
7. 

 
8. 

 
9. 
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10. 

 
 
11. 

 
 
12. B, C, D: Rhombus; Rectangle; Square 
 

13. D: |−5| = 5 
 
14. B: −|30| 
 
15. C: x – 53 = 271 
 
16. B: -1 
 
17. C: $20.00 
 
18. C: d – 10 
 
19. B: 12 chairs  
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High School 
English Language Arts 

 
1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 
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7. 

 
 
8. C, E: offered; provided 
 
9. D: to be certain 
 
10. D: The article generated public interest 
 
11. D: He was accused of stealing. 
 
12. B: At first, people think he is senseless; later, they think he is dishonest. 
 
13. B: a set of claws 
 
14. D, E: The viscid thread is comparable to rubber in elasticity, but has more strength. The dragline thread is 

comparable to steel and Kevlar® (bulletproof material) in stiffness, but is more elastic and able to absorb higher 
impact. 

 
15. C: The reaction has nothing to do with the thread’s exposure to air once it exits the spider; rather, scientists 

believe it has to do with the act of pulling on the thread that realigns the molecules into a solid form. 
 
16. A: general information about spiders, specific kind of spider, spider webs and spider silk, scientific study of spider 

silk 
 
17. D: grip 
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High School 
Math 

 
1.  

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 
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5. 

 
 
6.  

 
7.  

 
8. 

 
9. 
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10. 

 
 
11. 

 
12. A, C, F: (0, -6), (1, -2), (2,2) 
 
13. C: from noon to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
14. B 

 
 

15. B: 
14

3
 

 
16. A 
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17. B 

 
18. D 

 
 


